
Advent / First Sunday in Advent 
 
Scripture quotations from the ESV Bible® (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), 
copyright ©2001 by Crossway Bibles, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers.  Used 
by permission.  All rights reserved. 
 
Theme 
 

• Old Testament - A Child is born. 
• New Testament - Love your neighbor as yourself. Cast off the works of darkness and put 

on the armor of light. 
• Gospel - Triumphal entry into Jerusalem. 
• Psalm - I was glad when they said to me, let us go to the house of the Lord. 

 
Isaiah 9:6-7 
 
A Child Is Born - 6 For to us a child is born, to us a son is given;  and the government shall be 

upon his shoulder, and his name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting 
Father, Prince of Peace. 7 Of the increase of his government and of peace there will be no end, 
on the throne of David and over his kingdom, to establish it and to uphold it with justice and with 
righteousness from this time forth and forevermore. The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this. 
 
Romans 13: 8-14 
 
Fulfilling the Law through Love - 8 Owe no one anything, except to love each other, for the 
one who loves another has fulfilled the law. 9For the commandments, "You shall not commit 
adultery, You shall not murder, You shall not steal, You shall not covet," and any other 
commandment, are summed up in this word: "You shall love your neighbor as yourself." 10Love 
does no wrong to a neighbor; therefore love is the fulfilling of the law.  
 
Time to Wake From Sleep - 11Besides this you know the time that the hour has come for you 
to wake from sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when we first believed. 12 The night 
is far gone; the day is at hand. So then let us cast off the works of darkness and put on the armor 
of light. 13 Let us walk properly as in the daytime, not in orgies and drunkenness, not in sexual 
immorality and sensuality, not in quarreling and jealousy. 14But put on the Lord Jesus Christ, 
and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires. 
 
Matthew 21:1-11 
 
The Triumphal Entry -  1 Now when they drew near to Jerusalem and came to Bethphage, to 

the Mount of Olives, then Jesus sent two disciples, 2saying to them, "Go into the village in front 
of you, and immediately you will find a donkey tied, and a colt with her. Untie them and bring 
them to me. 3If anyone says anything to you, you shall say, 'The Lord needs them,' and he will 
send them at once." 4This took place to fulfill what was spoken by the prophet, saying, 5 "Say to 
the daughter of Zion, 'Behold, your king is coming to you, humble, and mounted on a donkey, 
and on a colt, the foal of a beast of burden.'" 6The disciples went and did as Jesus had directed 



them. 7They brought the donkey and the colt and put on them their cloaks, and he sat on them. 
8Most of the crowd spread their cloaks on the road, and others cut branches from the trees and 
spread them on the road. 9And the crowds that went before him and that followed him were 
shouting, "Hosanna to the Son of David! Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord! 
Hosanna in the highest!" 10And when he entered Jerusalem, the whole city was stirred up, 
saying, "Who is this?" 11And the crowds said, "This is the prophet Jesus, from Nazareth of 
Galilee." 
 
Psalm 122 
 
Let Us Go to the House of the LORD A Song of Ascents. Of David. - 1 I was glad when they 
said to me, "Let us go to the house of the LORD!" 2Our feet have been standing within your 
gates, O Jerusalem! 3 Jerusalem built as a city that is bound firmly together, 4to which the tribes 
go up, the tribes of the LORD, as was decreed for Israel, to give thanks to the name of the 
LORD. 5There thrones for judgment were the thrones of the house of David. 6 Pray for the peace 
of Jerusalem! "May they be secure who love you! 7Peace be within your walls and security 
within your towers!" 8For my brothers and companions’ sake I will say, "Peace be within you!" 
9For the sake of the house of the LORD our God, I will seek your good.    
 
Worship Folder Theme  
 
Christmas Foretold 
 
Hymns 
 

1. Behold a Branch Is Growing 
2. Oh Come, All Ye Faithful 
3. As With Gladness Men of Old  
4. Doxology  

 


