
Lent / First Sunday in Lent 
 
Theme 

 
• Old Testament - The sacrifice of Isaac 
• New Testament - God’s everlasting love 
• Gospel - The temptations of Jesus, Jesus begins His ministry 
• Psalm - O Lord, deliver my life 

 
Genesis 22:1-18 
 
 
The Sacrifice of Isaac - 1 After these things God tested Abraham and said to him, “Abraham!” 
And he said, “Here am I.” 2 He said, “Take your son, your only son Isaac, whom you love, and 
go to the land of Moriah, and offer him there as a burnt offering on one of the mountains of 
which I shall tell you.” 3 So Abraham rose early in the morning, saddled his donkey, and took 
two of his young men with him, and his son Isaac. And he cut the wood for the burnt offering 
and arose and went to the place of which God had told him.  
 
4 On the third day Abraham lifted up his eyes and saw the place from afar. 5 Then Abraham said 
to his young men, “Stay here with the donkey; I and the boy will go over there and worship and 
come again to you.” 6 And Abraham took the wood of the burnt offering and laid it on Isaac his 
son. And he took in his hand the fire and the knife. So they went both of them together. 7 And 
Isaac said to his father Abraham, “My father!” And he said, “Here am I, my son.” He said, 
“Behold, the fire and the wood, but where is the lamb for a burnt offering?” 8 Abraham said, 
“God will provide for himself the lamb for a burnt offering, my son.” So they went both of them 
together.  
 
9 When they came to the place of which God had told him, Abraham built the altar there and laid 
the wood in order and bound Isaac his son and laid him on the altar, on top of the wood. 10 Then 
Abraham reached out his hand and took the knife to slaughter his son. 11 But the angel of the 
Lord called to him from heaven and said, “Abraham, Abraham!” And he said, “Here am I.” 
12 He said, “Do not lay your hand on the boy or do anything to him, for now I know that you 
fear God, seeing you have not withheld your son, your only son, from me.”  
 
13 And Abraham lifted up his eyes and looked, and behold, behind him was a ram, caught in a 
thicket by his horns. And Abraham went and took the ram and offered it up as a burnt offering 
instead of his son. 14 So Abraham called the name of that place, “The Lord will provide”; as it is 
said to this day, “On the mount of the Lord it shall be provided.”  
 
15 And the angel of the Lord called to Abraham a second time from heaven 16 and said, “By 
myself I have sworn, declares the Lord, because you have done this and have not withheld your 
son, your only son, 17 I will surely bless you, and I will surely multiply your offspring as the 
stars of heaven and as the sand that is on the seashore. And your offspring shall possess the gate 
of his enemies, 18 and in your offspring shall all the nations of the earth be blessed, because you 
have obeyed my voice.” 



 
Romans 8:31-39 
 
God's Everlasting Love - 31 What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who can 
be against us? 32 He who did not spare his own Son but gave him up for us all, how will he not 
also with him graciously give us all things? 33 Who shall bring any charge against God's elect? It 
is God who justifies. 34 Who is to condemn? Christ Jesus is the one who died—more than that, 
who was raised—who is at the right hand of God, who indeed is interceding for us. 35 Who shall 
separate us from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or 
nakedness, or danger, or sword? 36 As it is written, “For your sake we are being killed all the 
day long; we are regarded as sheep to be slaughtered.” 37 No, in all these things we are more 
than conquerors through him who loved us. 38 For I am sure that neither death nor life, nor 
angels nor rulers, nor things present nor things to come, nor powers, 39 nor height nor depth, nor 
anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our 
Lord. 
 
Matthew 4:10  
 
You shall worship the Lord your God and Him only shall you serve.   
 
Mark 1:12-15 
 
The Temptation of Jesus - 12 The Spirit immediately drove him out into the wilderness. 
13 And he was in the wilderness forty days, being tempted by Satan. And he was with the wild 
animals, and the angels were ministering to him. 
 
Jesus Begins His Ministry - 14 Now after John was arrested, Jesus came into Galilee, 
proclaiming the gospel of God, 15 and saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is 
at hand; repent and believe in the gospel.” 
 
Psalm 6 
 
O Lord, Deliver My Life - To the choirmaster: with stringed instruments; according to The 
Sheminith. A Psalm of David. 1 O Lord, rebuke me not in your anger, nor discipline me in your 
wrath. 2 Be gracious to me, O Lord, for I am languishing; heal me, O Lord, for my bones are 
troubled. 3 My soul also is greatly troubled. But you, O Lord—how long?  
 
4 Turn, O Lord, deliver my life; save me for the sake of your steadfast love. 5 For in death there 
is no remembrance of you; in Sheol who will give you praise? 6 I am weary with my moaning; 
every night I flood my bed with tears; I drench my couch with my weeping. 7 My eye wastes 
away because of grief; it grows weak because of all my foes.  
 
8 Depart from me, all you workers of evil, for the Lord has heard the sound of my weeping. 
9 The Lord has heard my plea; the Lord accepts my prayer. 10 All my enemies shall be ashamed 
and greatly troubled; they shall turn back and be put to shame in a moment. 
 



Psalm 32 
 
1 Blessed is the one whose transgression is forgiven, whose sin is covered. 2Blessed is the man 
against whom the LORD counts no iniquity, and in whose spirit there is no deceit. 3For when I 
kept silent, my bones wasted away through my groaning all day long. 4For day and night your 
hand was heavy upon me; my strength was dried up as by the heat of summer. 5I acknowledged 
my sin to you, and I did not cover my iniquity; I said, "I will confess my transgressions to the 
LORD," and you forgave the iniquity of my sin. 6Therefore let everyone who is godly offer 
prayer to you at a time when you may be found; surely in the rush of great waters, they shall not 
reach him. 7You are a hiding place for me; you preserve me from trouble; you surround me with 
shouts of deliverance. 8I will instruct you and teach you in the way you should go; I will counsel 
you with my eye upon you. 9 Be not like a horse or a mule, without understanding, which must 
be curbed with bit and bridle, or it will not stay near you. 10 Many are the sorrows of the 
wicked, but steadfast love surrounds the one who trusts in the LORD. 11 Be glad in the LORD, 
and rejoice, O righteous, and shout for joy, all you upright in heart! 
 
Worship Folder Theme 
 
Near the Cross 
 
Hymns 
 

1. Jesus Keep Me Near the Cross 
2. It Is Well With My Soul 
3. At the Cross 

 


